Internal filtration-enhanced hemodialysis is a cost-effective treatment in view of solute removal.
By modifying dialyzer module design, internal filtration (IF) within a dialyzer is enhanced to increase convective solute transport. Thus, it can be an alternative to hemodiafiltration with no requirement of substitution fluid or additional complex machines. Cost-effective analysis was conducted in three modes of therapy: high-flux hemodialysis, on-line hemodiafiltration and IF-enhanced hemodialysis. In IF-enhanced hemodialysis, cost-effectiveness of small solute removal is comparable with high-flux hemodialysis and that of beta(2)-microglobulin removal is the best. It is concluded that IF-enhanced hemodialysis is the most cost-effective therapy mode in comprehensive overall solute removal.